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directions that if the stage had gone to pursue it
to Georgetown so as to overtake the mail, had put
the letter into the hands of a passenger, who "all
but forced it from him," so anxious was this pas-
senger to do an obliging thing, as he " knew Gene-
ral Washington." This passenger told his name,
but it was " so comical," he could not recollect it.
This was Giles's story; and the General adds that
as he knew what little dependence was to be
placed on the punctual conveyance of letters by a
private hand, he writes this duplicate by post to
repeat his request that Mr. Lear will inform him,
by return of post, what he has to expect with cer-
tainty as to the coach hired for taking on a part of
his family to Philadelphia. His house is full of
company, he adds, and concludes as usual.

Mount Vernon, November 14, 1790. This let-
ter manifests his concern about the house in Phila-
delphia ; for, besides that it is still unfinished, the
rent, he says, has not yet been fixed, though he
has long since wished it; ho is at a loss to under-ll
